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CONFIDENTIAL ALGIERS 2267 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: AG, MR, UN, SP, FR, SS, PDEV, PINR 

SUBJECT: WESTERN SAHARA: DESIRE BY FRONT POLISARIO TO EXPLAIN 
THEIR POSITION DIRECTLY TO USG IN VIEW OF RAPIDLY 
CHANGING POLITICAL SITUATION 

1 . ON JULY 30, 1978, MR. ALI MILOUD, A MID-LEVEL 
POLISARIO FRONT OFFICIAL ATTACHED TO ALGIERS OFFICE, 

CAME TO EMBASSY CONSULAR SECTION TO DISCUSS VISA APPLI- 
CATION FOR HAKIM ADEL, SDAR ("SAHARAN DEMOCRATIC ARAB 
REPUBLIC") FOREIGN MINISTER, WHO WANTS ATTEND UN COM- 
MITTEE OF 24 MEETING IN SEPTEMBER. 

2. DURING TALK WITH CONOFF, MILOUD STATED THAT POLISARIO 
FRONT WOULD LIKE OPPORTUNITY TO MEET DIRECTLY WITH 
AMBASSADOR HAYNES TO GIVE USG THEIR VIEWS ON CURRENT 
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POLITICAL SITUATION IN MAGHREB FOLLOWING MAURITANIAN 
COUP AND ITS EFFECT ON POSSIBLE NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT. 

MILOUD SAID THAT POLISARIO EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
OMAR MANSOUR OR MOKHTAR MALAININE WOULD MOST LIKELY BE 
OFFICIALLY REPRESENTING POLISARIO IF AMBASSADOR (AND 
WASHINGTON) AGREED TO SUCH A MEETING. MILOUD STRESSED 
THAT POLITICAL SITUATION IS EVOLVING QUICKLY FOLLOWING 
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COUP AND THAT POLISARIO CONSIDERS SUCH A MEETING AN 
IMPORTANT WAY OF INFORMING USG ABOUT EVENTS. COMMENT: 

THIS IS NOT FIRST TIME THAT POLISARIO HAS REQUESTED 
MEETING WITH AMBASSADOR. ON ALL PREVIOUS OCCASIONS. 
POLISARIO WAS TOLD THAT AMBASSADOR INDISPOSED THAT 
CONOFF AUTHORIZED TO HANDLE ANY VISA PROBLEMS THEY MIGHT 
HAVE. END COMMENT. 

3. CONOFF TOLD MILOUD THAT AMBASSADOR PRESENTLY ON 
LEAVE IN TUNISIA (HE SCHEDULED TO RETURN TO ALGIERS 

ON AUGUST 1). WHILE CONOFF COULD NOT PROVIDE RESPONSE, 

HE WOULD PASS ON REQUEST. 

4. OF COURSE, THIS COULD BE JUST ANOTHER ATTEMPT BY 
POLISARIO TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF CHANGING SITUATION TO 
ESTABLISH DIRECT SUBSTANTIVE CONTACT WITH EMBASSY AND 
POLISARIO MIGHT LATER PUBLICIZE SUCH A MEETING. WE 

FEEL, HOWEVER, THAT EVENTS HAVE MOVED RAPIDLY AND DIRECT 
CONTACT COULD BE IMPORTANT MEANS OF GAINING FIRST-HAND 
INFO ON PROGRESS OF RUMORED ALGERIAN-POLISARIO-MAURITANIAN 


TALKS AND BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF ALGERIAN AND POLISARIO 
CONDITIONS FOR A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT. 
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5. AS RESULT MAURITANIAN COUP, MOREOVER, THERE APPEARS 
TO BE A CHANCE SOME TYPE OF SETTLEMENT MIGHT BE POSSIBLE. 
WISH TO POINT OUT ALSO THAT OTHER EMBASSIES IN ALGIERS, 
INCLUDING SOVIET, HAVE HAD REGULAR INFORMAL CONTACTS 
WITH POLISARIO FOR YEARS, DESPITE FACT THESE COUNTRIES 
HAVE NOT RECOGNIZED SDAR. 

6. EMBASSY FEELS THAT INFORMAL CONTACT WITH POLISARIO 
REPS IS NOW WARRANTED. IF DEPT FEELS THAT AMBASSADORIAL 
LEVEL CONTACT WITH POLISARIO INAPPROPRIATE. WE SUGGEST 
OTHERS, SUCH AS DCM OR POLOFF BEGIN UNOFFICIAL, INFORMAL 
CONTACTS. SUCH CONTACTS WOULD, OF COURSE, BE MADE UNDER 
CAVEAT THAT TALKS ARE INFORMATIONAL ONLY AND THAT U.S. 

IS NOT INVOLVING ITSELF ACTIVELY ON WESTERN SAHARA 
DISPUTE. 

7. REQUEST DEPARTMENT S INSTRUCTIONS REGARDING DIRECT 
MEETING WITH POLISARIO FRONT REPS AT THIS TIME. STEPHAN 
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